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2017 Copenhagen Climate Conference 2017 As the
climate talks come to an end, the areas where we're
making progress are also shrinking. For example, the
2009 climate talks in Copenhagen failed to achieve the 2
degree target, with the “well below 2 degree” climate
goal considered a realistic and achievable target. This
year’'s COP23 conference in Bonn has demonstrated the
same trend. After four years of inaction, was 2017
another “failure” to agree on a strong global climate
agreement? Yes, and to put it mildly: This is a disaster.
The Bonn Conference failed to agree a legally binding
and effective agreement. It was not due to a lack of
ambition. Far from it! But it's also due to an expanding
set of political, technical and bureaucratic constraints,
and thereby a growing mismatch between political
ambition and technical reality. So here we are with a
growing list of things that won’t be happening over the
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next few years. The United States is pulling out of the
Paris Agreement Trump announced in May that the US
would withdraw from the Paris Agreement, claiming that
he does not believe global warming is man-made. The
Paris Agreement was made voluntary with the goal of
having countries taking the lead in low carbon policies.
There was to be no binding requirements for countries to
shift to a low-carbon economy. Instead, there were
objectives and programs to facilitate a shift towards a
low-carbon economy. Despite this, Canada has
announced that it plans to become more ambitious on
climate. Since it is a signatory to the Paris Agreement, it
will have to take the lead and lead by example. We need
to make the Paris Agreement the law of the land The
Paris Agreement is a political agreement that sets a goal
of keeping global temperature rise below 2 degrees
above pre-industrial levels. This is a safe limit. The 2
degree target is a scientific consensus that the public
supports. The Paris Agreement provides a framework for
countries to take steps to reduce their emissions. The
agreement came together in the midst of a political,
technical and economic crisis. This made it a politically-
inflated tool. But nonetheless, it demonstrates the
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